THE FORTY-SEVEN

AT THE beginning of the Eighteenth Cen-
tury there lived a daimioj called Asano
Takumi no Kami, the Lord of the Castle of Aka
in the province of Harima. Now it happened that
an Imperial ambassador from the Court of the
Mikado, having been sent to the Shogun at
Yedo, Takumi no Kami and another noble called
Karnei Sama, were appointed to receive and feast
the envoy; and a high official, named Kira
Kotsuke no Suke, was named to teach them the
proper ceremonies to be observed upon the occa-
sion. The two nobles were accordingly forced
to go daily to the castle to listen to the instruc-
tions of Kotsuke no Suke. But this Kotsuke na
Suke was a man greedy of money, and as he
deemed that the presents which the two daimiosr
according to time-honoured custom, had brought
him in return for his instruction, were mean and
unworthy, he conceived a great hatred against
them, and took no pains in teaching them, but on
the contrary rather sought to make laughing-
stocks of them. Takumi no Kami, restrained by a
stern sense of duty, bore his insults with patience,
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